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Hejaz railway had   done a good deal   towards
establishing German influence.
In Palestine the foreign interests were for the
most part religious. Christians all over the world
regarded it as a Holy Land; Christian colonies,
mainly German, were established there, and
Christian institutions, both religious and educa-
tional, were clustered round the traditional sites.
An important element among the Jewish people,
who called themselves Zionists, had for years been
working towards the return of the Chosen People to
.their original home, an ideal which dated from the
Dispersion and had never been seriously weakened
either by centuries of persecution and neglect, or
by well-meaning schemes for Jewish settlement in
other parts of the world. Jerusalem was also one
of the Holy Cities of the Moslem world, and other
sites in Palestine were hallowed by the traditions
which Islam derived from Judaism and Christianity
alike.
In addition to these political and religious inter-
ests, Turkish sovereignty in Asia was weakened by
the fact that a number of European countries were
entitled, by a special arrangement known as the
Capitulations, to claim certain privileges in com-
mercial and judicial matters for their own subjects
in the Turkish dominions. This privilege dated
from the capture of Constantinople by the Turks in
1453, and the original letter given by Mahomad V
to the Genoese merchants a few days after the city
was taken can be seen hanging on the walls of the
Rotunda in the British Museum Library.
Quite apart from external influences there was
also a strong internal movement towards inde-
pendence. The Arab is a very independent gentle-